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We read with interest the paper by Liddle et al.1 and were
pleased to see that the results presented conﬁrm the ﬁndings
of earlier work published by our own team that had been previ-
ously criticised by the Oxford group2e5. It is interesting to
observe that the functional improvements and level of dissatis-
faction reported following unicompartmental knee replacement
(UKR) in this study are equivalent to the improvements and
dissatisfaction seen with total knee replacement (TKR) using
the same data sources [Mean Oxford Knee Score (OKS) improve-
ment: UKR ¼ 15.61 vs TKR 15.12; Proportion of patents reporting
no improvement in their OKS: UKR 6.6%1 vs TKR 7%3; Proportion
of patients with a fair/poor satisfaction outcome: UKR 15.7%1 vs
TKR 16.2%3].
This functional equivalence occurs in the context of a signiﬁ-
cantly lower rate of survival for UKR when compared to survival
data for cemented TKR from the same arthroplasty register (UKR
89.1% at 8 years1 vs TKR 97.1% at 8 years6). The analysis pre-
sented also conﬁrm the ﬁndings we have previously reported
demonstrating that age2,4, gender2,4, level of surgeon experi-
ence5, unit volume5, co-morbidities2 and level of anxiety2 all
impact upon the outcomes observed with this implant type.
These ﬁndings may be unsurprising as the authors have used
similar datasets and methodology, however, it is reassuring
that the results of our previous analysis have stood up to inde-
pendent scrutiny.
We believe the ﬁndings from this study add weight to the argu-
ment that UKR is currently over used as it would seem to suggest
that this procedure does not confer a functional advantage relative
to the more durable and reliable TKR.Author contributions
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